Our Cockshutt Family History ^ Joshua Cockshutt – the last of our Cotton Spinners
I remember in the late nineteen 50’s my Uncle Edmund Cockshutt telling me that the Cockshutt family
had always been in textiles. He had been involved in the silk industry in Macclesfield and he said that his
grandfather had owned a cotton mill. In this family history, the facts and some interpretations of the
facts are included to tell the story of how the Cockshutts had finally ended the family’s long association
with the weaving industries of North East Lancashire.

Uncle Edmund’s father’s father was Joshua Cockshutt, who was born on 2 January 1840 in Colne,
Lancashire (PRO Reference: Vol. XX1, Page 605) to Edmund Cockshutt and Elizabeth (known as “Betty”)
Cockshutt nee Ashton. No record could be located of a religious baptism service. A year later, Joshua’s
family is recorded in the 1841 Census at 49 Saul Street, Preston as follows:








Edmund Cockshott (sic), aged 30, Journeyman Mechanic, born in Lancashire.
Betty Cockshott, aged 30, born in Lancashire.
Mary Cockshott, aged 7, born in Lancashire.
Elizabeth Cockshott, aged 3, born in Lancashire.
Joshua Cockshott, aged 1, born in Lancashire.
James Ashton, aged 70, Independent, born in Lancashire.
Betty Ashton, aged 65, born in Lancashire.

In the 1851 Census, the family is made up of the same persons residing at the same address, however
Joshua’s father, Edmund Cockshut (sic) is recorded as “Iron Founder Employing Master, employing 8
men and 3 boys.” Joshua’s Grandmother, Betty Ashton, is no longer listed and her father, James Ashton
is listed as a “Widower”. Winifred Ashton, Joshua’s Great Aunt, aged 85 is listed as a resident.
Today Saul Street is predominately made up of modern business premises and number 49 Saul Street no
longer exists, however it must once have been a relatively good address, close to the main street of
Preston and the Cockshutt’s neighbours were predominantly trades and small business people.
In 1861, Joshua Cockshutt, aged 21, married Margaret Mary Hayes (born 1842 in Preston) at Preston in
the March quarter (PRO Reference: Vol 8e, page 679). No record can be located of a religious wedding
service.
Tragedy struck Joshua Cockshutt’s family on 14 December 1867 when their new born baby son Joshua
Cockshutt, aged just 14 weeks, died. The death was reported in the Preston Chronical with a simple
Death Notice stating “On the 8th instant, Joshua, son of Mr. Joshua Cockshutt, East View, aged 14
weeks.”

In 1871, the Census records Joshua Cockshutt and family residents of 33 East View, Preston. Those
resident are Joshua and his wife Margaret, Edmund aged 9, Nicholas aged 7, Joshua, aged 1 and Mary
Cockshutt (?) who is listed as a General Servant, born in Ireland.
The East View address appears to have been a more sought after location with the Cockshutt’s
neighbours now including an “Actuary Savings Bank” and a “Property Owner”.

33 East View, Preston today

By the 1881 Census, Joshua Cockshutt’s business and family appear to have prospered. Joshua
Cockshutt, now aged 41, is recorded as a Cotton Spinner (employing about 100 hands) resident with his
wife Margaret, sons Edmund, aged 19, and Joseph, aged 6, daughters Mary, aged 4 and Margaret aged 5
months, and two servants at 17-18 Bairstow Street Preston.
The move to Bairstow Street marked a move up the social ladder for the Cockshutts. Next door at
number 16 Bairstow Street there was a Dr. James N Nicol, listed in the Census documents as “General
Practice. LRCS” and on the other side, Rev. Alfred B Bevan recorded as “Head Master Grammar School”.
Joshua, now aged 41, was recorded as a “Cotton Spinner (employing about 100 hands)”. It seems that
Joshua’s business interests had evolved from “Machine Maker” in 1861 (presumably in his father,
Edmund Cockshutt’s, Iron Foundry).
The 1891 Census documents can perhaps tell us a little about the business affairs of the family since on
Census night, Sunday, 5 April 1891, Joshua, his wife Margaret and their 19 years old daughter Ellen (sic)
[probably refers to Helen, b.1872] were on holiday in Blackpool. Several aspects of the document are of
interest. First, to note that the Census return shows the Cockshutts were resident at a guest house just
off the Blackpool Promenade at No.6 Chrystal Terrace on Census night. This was probably then, as now,

a Guest House on a street off the Promenade rather than a hotel on the Promenade, suggesting that
they chose the more modest accommodation for their holiday. Second, that Joshua’s occupation was
again recorded as “Cotton Spinner”, indicating perhaps that Joshua continued to be actively involved in
the cotton industry in 1891.
In 1901, Joshua Cockshutt, wife Margaret, his three daughters still living at home, Helen, aged 29,
Elizabeth, aged 28 and Mary, aged 24 both School Teachers and youngest son, James, aged 18, were
living at No.1 West Cliff Terrace, Preston with two servants and their Granddaughter Alice Margaret
Cockshutt, aged just 4. Joshua is described as a “Yarn Merchant” on “Own Account”.
It will be noted that Alice Cockshutt, who was later to become Alice Flack, was recorded on Census
night, Sunday 31 March 1901, as staying with her grandparents.

17-18 Bairstow Street, Preston today

The 1911 Census reveals Joshua Cockshutt, now aged 71, Widower, “Yarn (Cotton) Agent” as resident
with daughters Helen, aged 39, and Agnes, aged 25, both single, and a Servant at 3 Averham Colonade,
Preston.
No.3 Averham Colonade, Preston is likely to have been seen as a prestigious address in 1911. The choice
of this place of residence probably indicates that Joshua no longer required as large a home. Just when
he moved to this address is unknown but perhaps the move following the death of his wife Margaret,
aged 68, in the June quarter of 1909 (PRO Reference Vol. 8e, Page 383).

3 Averham Colonade, Preston today

Joshua Cockshutt’s death was recorded in the Liverpool Daily of the 31 July as follows:

A search of the available records for significant events in the lives of the Joshua Cockshutt, and his son
Edmund (Alice’s father) is made more complex by several factors as follows:
First, Joshua Cockshutt, born 2 January 1840 in Preston and died 12 July 1916 at Preston had two other
close relatives by the same name who both lived during at least part of the same period. There were:


Joshua Cockshutt (born 1814 in Colne, Lancashire), who was the younger son of Edmund
Cockshutt “The Younger” of Ball Gove, Colne, and our Joshua’s Great Uncle.



Joshua Cockshutt (born 1785 in Colne, Lancashire), younger son of Edmund Cockshutt of Ball
Grove, Colne, and our Joshua Cockshutt’s, great great uncle.

Second, the Joshua Cockshutt who was our Joshua’s great great uncle, lived into his 70’s and was active
in the Cotton industry in Lancashire at much the same time as Joshua began describing himself in the
Census documents as a “Cotton Spinner”.
Third, many of the contemporary sources do not provide any identifying particulars that would allow
differentiation between the three Joshua Cockshutts.
These difficulties, make it possible that at least some of the following findings refer to our Joshua
Cockshutt and help explain his business career:
From The Preston Chronical and Lancashire Advertiser, 11 October 1845.

From this notice it seems likely that Joshua’s father, Edmund Cockshutt (born 1809 in Colne), who had
moved from Colne to live with his new wife in Preston in about 1833, had been in an Iron Foundry
business partnership from at least the time of Joshua’s birth in 1840. Since our Joshua’s father was
recorded as being a “Journeyman Mechanic” in the 1841 Census and an “Iron Foundry Master” in the
1851 Census, it seems reasonable to suggest that Joshua had spent all of his early working life in the Iron
Foundry business.

It also seems reasonable to suggest that the Iron Foundry business may have been originally set up in
the early 1800s to supply the cotton mills in Colne owned by Edmund’s family. Joshua’s Great Uncle
Joshua (born 1785) appears to have managed the sale of many of the properties and business left to
Edmund Cockshutt, The Younger by Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove (Colne) in his Will. The following
references provide some insight into the extent of the Cockshutt business interests:


22 August 1823, Joseph Fryer of Scorton agrees to buy shares from Edmund Cockshutt of
“Ballgreave” in the Mallum Mill in Kirby Mallamdale (Reference: Lancashire Archives Ref No.
DDSP/19/14) ;



Extract from the Rent Rolls for Colne 1831.

The following newspaper clippings suggest that the financial affairs of the Cockshutt families descended
from Edmund Cockshutt of Ball Grove were strongly associated with the Cotton industry and that there
were both good times and bad. It appears that after several generations being involved in the Cotton
industry, first as Mill owners, then as manufacturers and then as engineers supplying the industry,
Joshua Cockshutt, our Great Uncle Edmund’s father, was the last of the “Cotton Spinners” in the family.

